Text Article for Newsletter      Emergency Medical Information Book Project

Judy Magub     Phone  07 3870 5675   jmagub@ozemail.com.au
Emergency Medical Information Book is Saving Lives
The introduction of an Emergency Medical Information Book is saving lives by assisting Ambulance Paramedics to diagnose medical symptoms and treat a patient prior to transporting them to hospital.

From a pilot concept launched in 1999, the project is established in each state of Australia and New Zealand. The Rotary Clubs of Tea Tree Gully, Modbury and Golden Grove in South Australia, District 9500 jointly own the copyright for the marketing and distribution of the Book. A number of visiting Rotarians to Australia have described the project as one of the greatest Community Service Projects they have come across. In fact the book has been translated into Spanish for a town in Mexico, where PDG Dick Milner supports a dental practice.
This small ‘Emergency Medical Information Book’ (EMIB) contains a person’s details, name of doctor etc; Medical Condition Information, Prescribed Medications, Medical History and Service or Carer Provider Details. The EMIB is contained in a clear plastic wallet with strip magnets and is placed on the fridge. If an ambulance is called to a person’s residence, one ambulance will go straight to the fridge to locate the EMIB.

The EMIB is recommended for elderly people living on their own, especially children and adults with chronic and mild medical conditions, in fact ‘all people with any medical condition and take prescribed medications’. This book must by filled out by the owner (patient) together with their doctor.

Rotary Clubs purchase the Emergency Medical Information Books and distributes them throughout the community, sometimes for a gold coin donation which helps to cover the initial cost of the books and therefore the project becomes self funding.

LIONS  International have also been supporting this project with some 20 individual Lions Clubs throughout Australia involved in distribution to the community. Recently Lions District 201 C2 have fully adopted the project, as they believe the ethos of two great Community Service organisations will greatly benefit the local community.
For Further Information -  www.emib.org.au
